
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROFILE 
 
Dr. Ernst-August Schnieder is a Partner 
of The Directors’ Office, the leading 
practice of independent directors in 
Luxembourg. 
 
Since 2020 he has been serving as an 
independent non-executive director 
holding board mandates across private 
debt, private equity, infrastructure and real 
estate funds (AUM USD 200 million to 1.5 
billion) as well as selected startups and 
corporates. His work focuses on 
strengthening governance frameworks, 
providing strategic oversight and 
supporting long-term value creation. 
 
Ernst brings more than 25 years of 
executive experience in structured finance, 
investment management and fund 
management. His career spans Europe, 
the United States and Brazil, combining 
deep financial expertise with strong cross-
cultural leadership. 
 
He holds a doctorate in international tax 
law and is legally qualified through the 
German bar exam, adding a strong legal, 
regulatory and tax perspective to board-
level decision-making particularly in 
complex investment structures. 
 
He is a member of the Luxembourg 
Institute of Governance (ILA) and the 
Luxembourg Private Equity and Venture 
Capital Association (LPEA). He is fluent in 
German, English and Portuguese. 
 

SKILLS 
 
Corporate governance: 2020-2023 non-
executive board member of start-up and 
since 2022 independent non-executive 
director of Luxembourg alternative 
investment funds in all asset classes. 
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WORK EXPERIENCE  

 

Independent Director 
The Directors' Office, Luxembourg 
Founded in 2003, Luxembourg's oldest practice of Independent Directors of 
investment funds in all asset classes, fund managers, holding companies, 
commercial companies, banks and insurance companies. 
2022 – Present 
 

Structured Finance Senior Analyst, Member of Investment 
Committee  
REAG Investimentos, São Paulo, Brazil 
Brazil’s biggest independent asset manager (AUM 180 bln BRL) and 
independent fund administrator (AUM 200 bln BRL). 
2021 - 2022 
 

Advisor Global Hydrogen 
Conmetis, Zug, Switzerland and São Paulo, Brazil 
Provides project management services for capital projects globally, with a 
focus on gas and gasification projects. 
2020 – Present 
 

Board Member 
Ouvi, São Paulo, Brazil 
Leading Brazilian RetailTech company implementing mobile coupon 
strategies. 
2020 – 2023 
 

Deputy Chief Legal Officer and Deputy Chief Compliance Officer 
Holt Financial, Nassau, Bahamas and São Paulo, Brazil 
The investment management arm of the multi-family office Holdun, investing 
in FinTech, real estate and hospitality assets. 
2019 - 2020 

 

Partner Real Estate 
EXATO Partners, São Paulo, Brazil 
Advising foreign institutionals and family offices on investments in Brazil, 
focusing on FinTech, RetailTech and real estate. 
2016 - 2019 
 

Screen Writer 
Fortune Films, Los Angeles, USA and Fortaleza, Brazil 
2013 - 2015 
 

President 
Fortune Films, Los Angeles, USA 
Among other activities, a motion picture financing company focused on 
original storytelling. 
2010 - 2013 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Compliance: Certified AML/CFT 
compliance officer (“RC”), certified by the 
Luxembourg Association of Compliance 
Officers (“ALCO”); AML/CFT compliance 
manager (“RR”) of Luxembourg 
investment funds; extensive experience in 
AIFMD and MIFID compliance for 
Luxembourg investment funds. 
 
Management of AIFs: 2001-2010 
managing director of four retail alternative 
investment funds, responsible for portfolio 
management and risk management. 
 
Private Debt: Independent non-executive 
director of Luxembourg private debt funds; 
modelling and structuring agribusiness 
funds, trade finance funds, credit funds 
and government debt funds. 
 
Private Equity: Independent non-
executive director of Luxembourg PE 
funds; CLO and CCO role in PE firm 
investing in FinTech and hospitality. 
 
Infrastructure and Renewable Energy: 
Independent non-executive director of 
Luxembourg infrastructure funds; 
financing of green hydrogen/SAF/e-fuels 
projects; financing of solar power farms. 
 
Real Estate:  Independent non-executive 
director of Luxembourg real estate funds; 
structuring CMBS, RMBS, sale-and-
leaseback and built-to-suit of commercial, 
logistics, residential, hospitality and time-
share projects. 
 
Venture Capital: Board member and 
member of finance committee of start-up 
with SaaS business model. 
 
Screen Writer: Wrote two original spec 
screenplays. 
 
Nationality: German 
 
Phone 
+352 28 33 68 66 
+352 691 262 358 
 
Website 
www.thedirectorsoffice.com 
 
e-Mail 
ernst.schnieder@thedirectorsoffice.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Managing Director 
Alternative retail investment funds Academy Filmfonds I-IV, Los Angeles, USA 
Equity of 450 million Euro raised and invested in structured products for 
motion picture financing. 
2005 - 2010 
 

Director Corporate Finance / Financial Engineering 
Commerzbank, Frankfurt, Germany 
Structuring of alternative investment funds and bespoke solutions (e.g. off-
balance sheet) for product teams such as ABS, debt capital markets, project 
finance and PE. 
1999 – 2005 
 

Director International Trust 
Commerzbank International Trust, Singapore 
Set-up and administration of trusts, e.g. for off-balance sheet transactions. 
2000 

 
Attorney-at-Law 
Beiten, Burkhardt, Mittl & Wegener, Munich, Germany 
In 1997 Germany’s biggest law firm; field of work: tax law, international tax 
planning and M&A. 
1997 – 1999 
 

EDUCATION 

 

German Bar Exam (Attorney-at-law) 
1996 
 
Doctorate (Dr. iur.) in International Tax Law 
University Osnabrück 
1993 - 1996 
 
Research Associate International Tax Law 
International Fiscal Association, Rotterdam 
1994 
 
Scientific Assistant 
Ludwig-Maximilians-University Munich - Research Center for Foreign and 
International Tax and Financial Law 
1993-1994 
 
Law School 
Ludwig-Maximilians-University Munich/University of Geneva/University of 
Passau 
1988 - 1993 
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